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the alliance of France and enemies of all Chris-
tianity; and would secure the triumph of the
Papacy and the return of England into the fold.
Whilst the   preparations   for  war thus   went
busily  forward on all sides, with Chantonnay in
England and Thomas Seymour in Germany  and
Flanders arranging military details of arms, levies,
and stores, and the Emperor akeady clamouring
constantly for prompt English subsidies and con-
tingents  against his enemies, Henry, full of im-
portance   and   self-satisfaction    at    his   position,
contracted  the   only one of his marriages which
was not promoted by a political intrigue, although
at the time it was effected it was doubtless looked
upon as favouring the Catholic party.   Certainly
no lady  of the  Court  enjoyed a more blameless
reputation than   Katharine Lady Latimer,  upon
whom the King now cast his eyes.   A daughter of
the great and wealthy house of Parr of  Kendal,
allied to the royal blood in no very distant de-
gree, and related to most of the higher nobility of
England, she was, so far as descent was concerned,
quite as worthy to be the wife of a king as the
unfortunate daughters  of the house of Howard.
Her brother, Lord Parr, soon to be created Earl
of Essex and Marquis of Northampton, a favourite
courtier of the King and a very splendid magnate,1
1 At the time of Katharine's marriage, her brother, Lord Parr, was on
the Scottish border as Warden of the Marches ; and a few days after
the wedding the new Queen-Consort wrote to him from Oatlands saying
that " it having pleased God to incline the King to take her as his wife,
which is the greatest joy and comfort that could happen to her, she desires
to inform her brother of it, as the person who has most cause to rejoice
thereat. She requires him to let her hear sometimes of his health as
friendly as if she had not been called to this honour." (Henry VHI. Calendar*
vol. 18, part i.)